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EXthItIOﬂS at VPI\?IJm

* Launch a new major temporary
exhibition annually
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Kelly Gang Collection

Evidence and files from major
cases

Police Records
Convict registers
Criminal Records
Technology

Crime scene
photographs
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Two separate bodies
within Victoria Police:

 Victoria Police
Museum & Historical
Services Unit

 Victoria Police
Archives
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Policé archives and PROV

 PROV holds extensive records relating to crime
and justice

e Share many of the same file types (eg Prisoner
Records)
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e “Russian” fraudster
(Elizabeth Elburn)

* Body in the boot box
murder 1898

e Two different sets of
records
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Gz!ps in our archiifés

* Internal record keeping
was historically
haphazard

 Records at PROV have
filled our gaps
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Women in policitig

* First women employed
officially by Victoria
Police in 1917

* Celebratory exhibition at
Victoria Police Museum
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Vbomen in poli"ci‘ﬁ@

* Existing research was fairly old and needed
to be clarified / confirmed

* Very few traces of early history of WIP in our
own archives

* Pointed at a link with famous suffragettes
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Provihg the s‘uffrag'eff% link

* Researchers had
claimed involvement of
Adela Pankhurst and
Vida Goldstein.

* Petitioned the CCP for
the appointment of
women police.

MISS VIDA GOLDSTEIN,

Image courtesy
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PI‘)V gives us proof
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Internal
correspondence

g ed request I am of opimion
d0 any class of police duty as
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1+ Examples of responses
1 to the employment of
women
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Addin‘g more to thepj‘i[&ture
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Th! take-away Iesgﬁn

* Good record keeping saved an important
story from being forgotten/ destroyed.

* Archivists are secret super heroes
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‘elling the story”

Madge Connor and Elizabeth Beers become Victoria Police’s first
policewomen. They were officially appointed as ‘women police
agents’. Madge Connor would go on to become a key agitator for
better conditions and pay for police women: when she joined she
received only half the pay of constables, had no powers of arrest
and no right to a pension.

CHANGING THE GAME FIGHTIN
1950 - 1969 19
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