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Abstract 
 
During 2023, I collaborated with the National Archives of Australia (NAA) to find records within Public Record Office 
Victoria (PROV) for an NAA function and display celebrating the seventy-fifth anniversary of the signing of the 
immigration agreement between Australia and Malta. The function took place at the Victorian Archives Centre on 
6 May 2023 and the exhibition, titled ‘From restricted to assisted. Minn Ristrett ghal Assistit. Maltese migration to 
Australia’, included records I located relating to Antonio Azzopardi, an early European settler at Port Phillip. Starting 
with a variety of publicly available resources, I then located a range of public records within the PROV collection that 
assisted in telling part of Azzopardi’s story, most of which could not be included within the exhibition. This paper 
combines the public records I located with non-government records and secondary sources to produce a sketch 
of Azzopardi’s life in Victoria and outline his achievements. Although not the main focus, the article also reveals in 
passing some of the difficulties that occurred in using some of the publicly available resources, as starting points 
for this research, and some of the public records, and the extent to which various claims made about Antonio’s life 
could (and could not) be substantiated.

Introduction

According to the Australian census, in 2021 there were 
35,413 people born in Malta and 198,989 people of 
Maltese descent, including myself, resident in Australia.
[1] Although Antonio Azzopardi (1805–1881) was almost 
certainly not the first to arrive, he was the first Maltese 
person who willingly migrated to the Australian colonies.
[2] During 2023, I undertook to find records about him 
held by Public Record Office Victoria (PROV) for a National 
Archives of Australia (NAA) exhibition celebrating Maltese 
immigration. Initially, I found a number of potential 
sources scattered across the web: academic articles, 
online reference tools dedicated to particular areas of 
interest and fragments of information (including images 
of uncited or partially cited records at PROV) left on 
social media by Azzopardi’s descendants.[3] From there 
I constructed a timeline by locating public records held 
by PROV, augmented with additional public records and 
other sources. Time constraints meant that aspects of his 
story requiring intensive research, or involving leads that 
subsequently proved fruitless, were excluded. Despite 
this limitation, sufficient information emerged to tell part 
of the story of a man whose life and career intertwined 
with numerous activities related to the early years of 
colonisation in Victoria.

As will become apparent, there are many potential 
challenges a researcher can encounter when trying to 
piece together the details of someone’s life and career 
through primary sources, such as encountering public 
records that have been destroyed or not yet transferred to 
the custody of the archives; trying to track activities that 
are not documented by government records; interpreting 
information that has not been consistently recorded 
within records; the deliberate or accidental misspelling 
of names; and assessing the accuracy of published 
biographical portraits or death notices written after 
someone has passed away.

 
Arrival and work in Port Phillip

The earliest reference to Antonio Azzopardi I could find 
in public records held at PROV dates from 1845 and so it 
is not altogether surprising that many details about his 
life until then appear to have been drawn from a portrait 
of him in HM Humphreys’s 1882 book, Men of the time in 
Australia.[4] Published the year after Antonio’s death, it 
contains written portraits of approximately 500 ‘leading 
statesmen and colonists … identified with the early 
history of Australia’.[5] Humphreys did not disclose how 
these portraits were written; however, if he compiled 
Antonio’s solely from information provided by family
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members, it is effectively a written version of oral history 
potentially containing factual errors stemming from 
imperfectly understood or remembered details.

According to Humphreys, Antonio Azzopardi was born  
in 1802, yet every other source consulted states that he 
was born in the village of Zetjun on 25 January 1805.[6] 
Humphreys records that, as a young man, Azzopardi 
served on a French man-of-war and in the British 
mercantile marine. The story continues that he arrived 
at Port Phillip in 1838, possibly as the mate to a Captain 
Nicholson on the Clonmell, and, ‘struck by the prospects 
on offer’, decided to make it his home.[7] If Azzopardi 
arrived in 1838, it would have to have been during the last 
few months of that year, as he is not listed in the general 
census of Port Phillip completed on 12 September 1838 
by Police Magistrate William Lonsdale.[8] It put Port 
Phillip’s colonist population at 2,278, 1,066 of whom lived 
in Melbourne or Williamstown. By 31 December that year, 
this component of the Port Phillip population had grown 
to 3,511; a year later, it was 4,950.[9]

Conflicting accounts exist about when Azzopardi 
arrived in the Port Phillip District, all of which, including 
Humphreys’s, are not supported by records held at PROV. 
One uncited account dates his arrival as 1839.[10] 
His Wikipedia[11] page uses this date, stating that he 
arrived on the Mary Hay in 1839 and other accounts have 
repeated this claim,[12] probably sourced from death 
notices published in at least the Argus and the Age.[13]  
However, another uncited account claims that he arrived 
in 1837,[14] and this date has been used by Museums 
Victoria[15] and an article published in Provenance.[16]

Confirmation of Azzopardi’s arrival from records held at 
PROV is difficult because all of these possible years of 
arrival predate the systematic creation of government 
records for unassisted immigrant arrivals at Port 
Phillip. The registers of assisted immigrants in the PROV 
collection commenced during 1839 and he is not listed in 
these volumes.[17]

If Azzopardi arrived in Melbourne on the Mary Hay in 
1839 it could only have been on 15 July 1839, the ship’s 
first ever visit.[18] The Mary Hay made five more visits; 
however, these occurred during 1840–41.[19] Two 
newspaper accounts of the vessel’s 1839 arrival identified 
five passengers by name, none of whom were Azzopardi, 
and 19 unnamed steerage passengers.[20] Thus, he may 
have been a steerage passenger or a crew member. It is 
difficult to confirm Azzopardi’s arrival as a crew member 
because the systematic creation of government records 
about crew in the PROV collection dates from 1852.[21]

The arrival of the Mary Hay in 1839 has been confirmed, 
but Humphreys’s claim that the Clonmell arrived in 1838 
under the command of Captain Nicholson has not. A 
paddle steamer named Clonmel was supposed to ply 
the Sydney–Melbourne route;[22] however, it visited 
Melbourne only once, in December 1840, and was wrecked 
during its second voyage from Sydney on 2 January 1841, 
all while under the command of Captain Tollevrey.[23]

Azzopardi’s initial career at Port Phillip also cannot be 
confirmed from public records. According to Humphreys, 
Azzopardi, for an undefined ‘short time’ after his arrival, 
‘continued his connection with the sea, and occupied the 
position of Chief Officer on several ships trading between 
Port Phillip, Sydney and New Zealand’.[24] Humphreys 
claimed that Azzopardi ‘had many opportunities of making 
money’; however, the only specific opportunity he noted 
was as an engineer from 1840 on the steamer Aphrasia, 
the ‘only boat operating between Melbourne and Geelong 
at the time’.[25] After another ‘short time’, Azzopardi ‘gave 
up the sea, and joined the service of Mr. Edward Barnett 
[sic] Green, at that time the chief mail contractor in the 
colony’.[26] Humphreys did not define the length of this 
‘short time’ either, or specify when the association with 
Green commenced, stating only that Azzopardi obtained 
a subcontract from Green for the Geelong mail route in 
1846.[27] According to a secondary source, in 1846 Green 
worked in partnership with the original sole contract 
holder, William Rutledge, for the delivery of the overland 
mail between Sydney and Melbourne. This partnership 
had commenced by 1843 and was dissolved in 1847.[28]

Despite this, it is plausible that Azzopardi’s move into mail 
delivery stemmed from, and continued because of, his 
association with the Aphrasia. This vessel commenced 
delivering mail to Geelong in November 1840.[29] It was 
one of two steamers that transported mail between 
Melbourne and Geelong, the other being the Vesta, which 
operated on the route from October 1843 to February 
1844 and again from 1846.[30] Edward Green, without 
Rutledge, began operating the overland mail route 
between Melbourne and Portland via Ballan, Buninyong 
and other points from 25 May 1844, commencing a branch 
route to Port Fairy from 29 July 1844 (the latter was 
apparently subcontracted to Rutledge[31]). By the start 
of 1847, Green began operating a second mail route to 
Portland, this time via Geelong, in which the leg between 
Melbourne and Geelong was via the daily steamer service, 
[32] meaning the Aphrasia and Vesta. This suggests that 
Azzopardi’s subcontract for the Geelong mail, as claimed 
by Humphreys, was effectively for its transport across 
Port Phillip Bay.[33] A notice in the Victorian Government 
Gazette by Chief Postmaster Henry D Kemp dated 28
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November 1846 established that, by the time Azzopardi 
received his subcontract, the departures of both vessels 
from Melbourne were synchronised with the arrival of  
the Green/Rutledge contracted overland mail from 
Sydney.[34] If Azzopardi maintained his connection to  
the Aphrasia, it can be argued that this activity contradicts 
Humphreys’s account, but not if Humphreys’s statement 
that Azzopardi gave up the sea did not include travel 
across the bay.

To date, Azzopardi’s whereabouts have not been 
confirmed from public records until at least 1845. He is 
not listed in any of the returns completed during the 1841 
census of New South Wales, for which photocopies of 
households recorded in the Port Phillip District are held 
at PROV.[35] He also does not appear in the 1843–44 
valuation book for the Town of Melbourne as either an 
owner or occupier.[36]

Properties and business interests

Antiono Azzopardi’s public record trail begins with two, 
probably interrelated, developments that occurred 
roughly within the same year. One was his marriage to a 
Scottish woman, Margaret Sandeman, on 23 October 1845 
at the Collins Street Independent Congregational Church.
[37] Five children followed: three sons, Angelo (1846–
1896), Valetta (1851–1943) and Galileo (1856–1930), 
and two daughters, Claudina (1848–1942) and Theresa 
(1852–1853).[38]

The second development was that Antonio leased, then 
purchased, a property with strong ties to the receipt and 
dispatch of mail. He appears for the first time in the 1845 
Town of Melbourne rate book for Gipps Ward as the owner 
of two properties located in Court No. 1 off Bourke Lane.
[39] The first is described as a wooden house of two rooms 
and the other a brick house of four rooms with a ‘stable 
yard, &c’. Azzopardi seems to have purchased the latter 
house as a result of his connection to Edward Green, 
probably when the Green was establishing a business 
presence in Melbourne.[40] According to Alfred S Kenyon, 
Azzopardi was renting a cottage on a half-acre site behind 
the post office and he:

 
 gave Mr Green a room which served as an office, and a shed  
 in the yard was converted into a four-stall stable. Mr Green  
 occupied these premises for a few months after which, in  
 evidence of his regards for Mr Azzopardi, he bought the  
 property for 90 pounds for him, the amount to be repaid at  
 his convenience.[41]

 

It is clear from both Kenyon’s account and the 1845 and 
subsequent rate books that the cottage (Kenyon) or 
cottages (rate books) were situated on a lane that ran 
behind an allotment that was the site of the Melbourne 
General Post Office (GPO). According to Humphreys, 
Azzopardi:
 
 acquired the property in Post Office-place, with which his name  
 was associated for many years, and a cottage which in the early  
 days, before any post office was built, the mail bags used to be  
 kept until the settlers for many miles around Melbourne came in  
 to sort their own letters.[42]  

Humphreys’s identification of the lane as ‘Post Office-
place’ is not supported by the rate books, which did not 
refer to this street name at the time Azzopardi bought 
it.[43] It is also clear that the cottage was no longer used 
for mail sorting when Azzopardi purchased it because  
the first post office on the GPO site was constructed in 
1841.[44]

The first of these rate book entries introduced two  
quirks that create challenges for researchers. One of 
these, also apparent in many other records consulted,  
is the apparent misspelling of Azzopardi’s surname as 
Azzopard (or Azzoppard), which may or may not have been 
deliberate.[45] If deliberate, it is possible that dropping 
the ‘i’ from Azzopardi may have been done in an attempt 
to avoid identification or characterisation as a foreigner. 
Later, in 1849, town officials thought Azzopardi was an 
alien and ineligible to vote.[46] Azzopardi successfully 
appealed this decision in the Revision Court by swearing 
that he was born in Malta (see Figure 1).[47]

Figure 1: Excerpt from the minutes of the Revision Court hearing of 8 
October 1849, PROV, VPRS 4039/P0, Minutes of Special Committee, 
Minutes Revision Court, 1848–1886.



4

The other challenge in using rate books is the lack of 
consistency in the descriptions and locations of the 
Azzopard[i][48] property or properties. In the 1847–48 
rate book, a single property is attributed to Azzopard[i], 
described as a seven-room house and stable located in 
Court No. 23 on the south side of Little Bourke Street, 
implying that the two entries in the previous rate book 
were now regarded as a single residence.[49] The 1849–
50 rate book offered a description of a six-room house 
and shed at Court No. 31.[50] The 1851 book retained this 
description but listed it at Court No. 36.[51] A review of 
Azzopardi’s neighbours in these rate books indicates that 
the property did not, in fact move; it remained in the same 
physical location. Instead, the description of rateable 
properties and numbering of areas off Little Bourke Street 
as ‘courts’ were seemingly made at the discretion of the 
rate valuer or collector.

‘Garryowen’, in his famed 1888 publication The chronicles 
of early Melbourne 1835 to 1852, described the lane as 
‘a thoroughfare which, although half-flagged, is certainly 
not the wholesomest in the inter-street communications 
of Melbourne’.[52] While attempting to dig a cesspool at 
his property there on 20 November 1848, Azzopardi was 
assaulted by Patrick and Bridget Keogh who wanted to 
prevent it. On 18 December, they were tried on five charges 
in the Supreme Court and found guilty of common assault.
[53] Azzopardi signed two depositions about the matter 
that can be found on the criminal trial brief for the case.
[54]

According to Humphreys, Azzopardi’s mail career 
continued until 1851, when ‘he brought the first gold from 
Ballarat to Melbourne through Geelong’, after which he 
‘started as carrier to the goldfields, at which business 
he was very successful’.[55] Attempts to find evidence 
at PROV of Azzopardi’s activities as a carrier of gold have 
been unsuccessful. Nevertheless, he continued to live 
in the lane behind the post office and the rate books 
bear out Humphreys’s statement about his success. 
All reference to the courts off Little Bourke Street 
were removed from the 1853 rate book. The location of 
Azzopard[i]’s property was given as ‘Little Bourke St. 
South Side’, most likely the back of a property at 8 or 10 
Little Bourke Street.[56] There are broadly similar entries 
in the next three rate books, with the address given as ‘off 
Little Bourke Street’.[57] He was listed as the owner of 
a second property in the 1854 rate book—a brick house 
with two rooms and an attic, also located off Little Bourke 
Street but on its north side.[58] However, it appears that 
he sold this property within the year because he is not 
listed as its owner in the succeeding rate book. 

A visual representation of where Azzopardi lived up to 
this point is documented in a plan held at PROV (Figure 2). 
The plan was most likely prepared in late 1856. It is one of 
two plans commonly referred to as the ‘Bibbs map’.[59] It 
appears to show the two houses in the area behind three 
properties fronting onto Little Bourke Street.

The 1857 rate book does not identify any properties 
owned by Azzopardi in the inner-city area because he 
moved to bayside St Kilda.[60] He is listed in the 1857–58 
St Kilda rate book as the owner and occupier of a plot of 
land with a 41-foot frontage on the corner of Princess and 
Burnett streets and a wooden six-room house plus stable 
next door in Burnett Street,[61] a short distance from 
Edward Green’s mansion, ‘Barham’, in Grey Street.[62] 
He presumably sold both properties as he is not listed  
at these locations in the next rate book for the years 
1859–61.[63]

While in St Kilda, Azzopardi’s name was brought up during 
police enquiries into the whereabouts of another Maltese 
man, Giuseppe (or Joseph) Azzopardi (no relation).[64] 
These enquiries led authorities to Castlemaine. In a letter 
dated 21 December 1857, Superintendent CH Nicolson 
reported to the chief commissioner of police that, while 

Figure 2: Redacted excerpt from the ‘Bibbs map’, c. 1856, PROV, VPRS 
8168/P3 Historic Plan Collection, item MELBRL12. Azzopardi owned the 
two pink coloured structures behind the police office (located within 
black rectangle). The white colouring alongside one of these might be the 
stables. He would eventually own all three of the structures to the left of 
these buildings fronting Little Bourke Street. The lane running between 
Bourke and Little Bourke streets (shaded in light red), from which the 
houses could be accessed, can also be made out.
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it could not be ascertained whether Giuseppe ever lived 
in or near Castlemaine, a person identified as Antonio 
Azzopardi was ‘maybe identical with him’. The report 
stated that Antonio worked as a wine merchant in 
Melbourne, had arrived in the colony about 14 years 
previously and had been at Forest Creek in 1852.[65]  
The report also included a physical description: ‘Antonio 
Azzopardi about 45 years old, middle height, square 
muscular frame, large head and face, grey cushy hair, 
heavy eyebrows, sallow complexion, foreign accent, says 
he is a Maltese.’[66]

While Antonio’s presence in Castlemaine could possibly be 
explained by his carrier work to the goldfields, some of the 
details in the report were definitely inaccurate and others 
might be inaccurate. As it turned out, Giuseppe Azzopardi 
was in Castlemaine at this time, which suggests that the 
physical description was of him and not Antonio.[67]

Pinning down Antonio Azzopardi’s home address for the 
years 1859 to at least 1862 is difficult and requires more 
detailed research. He is recorded in the Gipps Ward rate 
book for 1860 as the owner of a brick building in Little 
Bourke Street—in the same ‘off’ Little Bourke Street 
area he had seemingly vacated.[68] In the next rate book 
held by PROV, 1862, he is recorded as the owner of the 
adjoining property, another brick building, owned by the 
firm Abbott & Co.[69] This proved to be the tip of the 
iceberg. The 1863 rate book revealed ‘Antoneo Ezzopard’ 
to be the owner of no less than seven adjoining properties, 
being:

 • several wooden buildings used as a carpenter’s  
  workshop occupied by George Barber in Angelo  
  Lane off Little Bourke Street

 • two wooden houses of three rooms each  
  occupied by ‘Antoneo Ezzopard’ in Angelo Lane

 • a ‘wooden shop occupied for coffee roasting’  
  occupied by Benjamin Blomfield at 14 Little  
  Bourke Street

 • a brick shop and tin warehouse occupied by  
  RJ Harworth at 12 Little Bourke Street

 • a wood and brick printing office occupied by  
  Abbott & Co at 10 Little Bourke Street.[70] 

In all probability, the three properties on Little Bourke 
Street (i.e., the properties occupied by Blomfield, 
Harworth and Abbott & Co) are those shown on the 1856 
‘Bibbs map’.

These entries are notable for providing a name to the ‘off–
Little Bourke Street’ area. Angelo Lane was first applied 
to this passage in the 1860 rate book.[71] It formed the 
eastern boundary of a strip of land marked on its western 
boundary by a right of way that ran behind the Melbourne 
GPO. At times, the lane was also known as Angel Lane.[72]  
Any traces of the lane, including the buildings on it, were 
demolished during 2009 when the area was absorbed into 
the redeveloped Myer building.[73]

Azzopardi’s presence in the area expanded to seven 
properties in the 1864 rate book, with a property occupied 
by Robert Stewart marking another connection to the 
printing industry. But it was another addition to the 
Angelo Lane entries in this rate book—one not owned 
by Azzopardi—that was arguably more significant. This 
was a property seemingly next door to, or possibly in the 
same building as, the Stewart printing office (the rate 
book entries are difficult to interpret), owned by George 
Levey and occupied by ‘Levey & Robson’. It was described 
as ‘brick stores 2 floors including the “Herald” Publishing 
Office and counting house etc’. The Herald’s presence in 
this building on the corner of Bourke Street/Angelo Lane 
meant, for a time, that the lane was known as Herald 
Passage, although this was never incorporated into the 
rate books.[74] George Levey had probably established 
the Herald office in the Bourke Street/Angelo Lane 
building after becoming its editor and proprietor in 1863, 
positions he held until 1868.[75] Figure 3 shows Antonio 
Azzoppard[i]’s property portfolio, with buildings in Angelo 
Lane and around the corner in Little Bourke Street.

There is little doubt that the Levey family became a major 
influence on the Azzopardi family. George’s brother Oliver 
Levey, who was a co-owner of the Herald along with 
George and their brother William,[76] was to eventually 
work in partnership with Antonio’s son Angelo for a short 
time,[77] ultimately becoming the executor of Antonio’s 
estate. More importantly, it has been claimed Antonio 
started to work for the Herald as a canvasser.[78]

Figure 3: Excerpt from the 1864 rate book, PROV, VPRS 5705/P0,  
Rate Books (Gipps Ward).
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The 1864 rate book marked the start of a 15-year period in 
which a number of printing offices were located in Angelo 
Lane or around the corner in Little Bourke Street, some of 
which were seemingly owned by Antonio Azzopardi.[79] 

The Angelo Lane printing office occupied by Robert 
Stewart in 1864 was taken over by AL Henriques, who 
maintained occupancy from 1866 to 1870, and then RP 
Hurren from 1871 to 1873. RM Abbott occupied the store 
and stable identified in the 1864 rate book until 1870. 
The remaining two properties were the houses occupied 
in 1864 by John Slater and Antonio himself. Henriques 
occupied the Slater house next door to his printing office 
between 1866 and 1867. Antonio occupied the other 
house during this period, and both houses between 
1868 and 1870. He had vacated the Slater/Henriques 
house by 1871, which was then occupied by the printing 
firm Markby & Co. until 1874. ‘A Azzopardi’ occupied the 
other house until 1873, when the occupier was given as 
‘Azzopardi & Co.’, replaced the following year by Markby  
& Co. In 1875, both houses were occupied by the ‘Govt 
Post Office’, after which all references to these houses  
ceased.[80] 

The rate books show that Antonio Azzopardi owned two 
further properties occupied by printing offices on, and 
around the corner from, Angelo Lane in Little Bourke 
Street. One of these was the Abbott & Co. printing office, 
which was given the physical address of 10 or 12 Little 
Bourke Street or simply ‘Little Bourke Street’ up to 
1872.[81] The other printing office was next door; it was 
recorded as being at 12 or 14 Little Bourke Street or 
just ‘Little Bourke Street’. Between 1864 and 1872, this 
property was described as a forge and store occupied 
by Harworth (1864), Azzopard & Co. (1866) and George 
Robertson (1867–72). Between 1873 and 1879, the 
occupier of both printing offices was listed as ‘Azzopardi  
& Co.’, with the exception of 1874, when both were 
occupied by ‘Azzopardi, Hildreth and Coy.’[82]

These developments during 1864–79 point to changes 
in Azzopardi’s career despite a lack of clarity in the rate 
book entries regarding the occupants in the properties he 
owned. The rate books make it clear that, for most of this 
period, Azzopard[i] occupied only one of these properties. 
However, the names of businesses recorded as occupying 
the properties in which Antonio didn’t reside do not always 
correlate with the names of businesses recorded in other 
sources. Specifically, ‘Azzopardi and Co.’ was used on a 
number of occasions in rate books, yet I was unable to find 
any evidence of a business with that name.

This is significant because several of the sources I 
consulted stated or implied that Antonio Azzopardi bought 

a printing press; however, it was not clear whether he 
purchased an entire business or merely the property such 
a business occupied. For example, an online biography for 
Angelo Azzopardi states that he purchased RM Abbott’s 
printing works;[83] however, the rate book entries show 
that Abbott & Co. occupied the site for a number of years 
until 1873, when the occupier was identified as Azzopardi 
and Co. Another online resource identifies a business 
by the name of Markby & Azzopardi located in Herald 
Passage in 1872, when the rate book entry identifies the 
occupier as Markby & Co.[84] Further, as already noted, 
the 1873 rate book refers to the printing offices  
of Azzopardi, Hildreth and Co. printing offices.

The Sands & McDougall directories provide a degree 
of evidence regarding business names and addresses; 
however, the exact nature of Antonio’s involvement in 
these businesses is better established with reference to 
government records. The registration of printing presses 
in Port Phillip/Victoria was governed by New South Wales 
legislation until the passage of the Victorian Printers and 
Newspaper Registration Statute 1864 and subsequent 
legislation known as the Printers and Newspapers Act. 
The statute required ‘every person who has any printing 
press or types for printing’ to be registered by the 
registrar-general.[85]  A witnessed notice in writing had 
to be lodged with the registrar-general, who, in turn, was 
required to file the notices and provide the applicant 
with a certificate. The Act was repealed in 1998.[86] To 
date, no series relating to this function of the Office of the 
Registrar-General has been transferred to PROV.

Fortunately, in 1997, Thomas Darragh published a book 
entitled Printer and newspaper registration in Victoria, 
1838–1924 that contains transcriptions of key details, 
including registration numbers, for the documents lodged 
during those years and held by the registrar-general 
at the time of publication.[87] These transcriptions, in 
conjunction with the rate books and Sands & McDougall 
directories, clarify matters.

It appears that Antonio Azzopardi only owned the building 
occupied by the printer RM Abbott—he did not own or 
operate the printing office himself. According to Darragh, 
the letterhead to a printing notice submitted by John 
Lewis on 2 August 1872 states that he was the ‘Successor 
to R.M. Abbott & Co’.[88] The address of Lewis’s steam 
printing works was given as the ‘Late Advocate Office’ at 7 
Post Office Place[89]—that is, across the street from the 
Azzopard[i]–owned properties on the south side of Little 
Bourke Street East/Post Office Place. This indicates that 
Lewis had relocated the business.[90]
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Darragh’s transcriptions further reveal that Antonio 
Azzopardi owned the buildings occupied by a printing 
business operated by others. On 18 February 1876, 
a notice was filed by John Markby and Angelo James 
Azzopardi stating they held a printing press in Elizabeth 
Street.[91] This marked the culmination of an association 
that seems to have begun in Angelo Lane. The 1871 rate 
book indicates that ‘Markby & Co.’ and ‘A. Azzopardi’ 
each occupied one of the two houses owned by Antonio 
in Angelo Lane/Herald Passage. The 1871 Sands & 
McDougall Directory reveals that Markby & Co. was a label 
printing business, and the house next door was occupied 
by Angelo J Azzopardi, an ‘engraver and draughtsmen on 
wood’.[92] The 1872 directory refers to a business called 
‘Markby & Azzopardi’ in Herald Passage, and, although it 
was not identified in either the 1874 or 1875 directories, 
it appears that the business remained in Angelo Lane/
Herald Passage until at least 1874, according to the rate 
books, albeit identified as ‘Markby & Coy’.[93] 

It is clear that the ‘A Azzopardi’ identified in the rate books 
as occupying one of the houses in Angelo Lane/Herald 
Passage between 1871 and 1874 was Antonio’s son 
Angelo. Unlike his father, Angelo, it seems, had no qualms 
about placing the ‘i’ at the end of his surname. Nor did 
his brother Valetta, one of three principals in the printing 
firm of Azzopardi, Hildreth and Co. Formed by Antonio and 
Valetta Azzopardi and Joseph Hildreth, the company filed 
a joint printing notice on 17 March 1873 stating that they 
had a press or presses located at 10, 12 and 14 Post Office 
Place. The business was located at the same address in 
the Sands & McDougall Directory for the years 1873–79, 
identified as ‘Azzopardi VS and Hildreth printers’ in the 
final of these.[94] No reference to this business appears 
in the 1880 directory or rate book.

Indeed, by 1880, Antonio owned only one property in 
the area, marking the completion of either the sale or 
consolidation of his City of Melbourne properties into a 
single rateable property. On the surface, the sole property 
remaining in 1880 was the only one not associated with 
printing. Previously the shop/coffee roaster business 
occupied by Blomfield, the address of this property was 
given in some of the rate books between 1864 and 1878 as 
16 Little Bourke Street, an address backed up 

by the directories. Blomfield’s occupancy ceased prior 
to the compilation of the 1879 rate book, the entry for 
which contained the description ‘brick building in course 
or erection’ alongside the two properties occupied by 
‘Azzopardi and Co.’ (in reality, Azzopardi, Hildreth and Co.) 
at 10–14 Little Bourke Street.

The notice of intention to build, submitted to the City of 
Melbourne building surveyor by the builders Martin and 
Peacock on 28 November 1878, stated that the building 
was to be a printing office.[95] However, the 1880 rate 
book entry for this property, owned by Antonio, described 
it as a brick store located at 14 Post Office Place. 
Significantly, the occupier was identified as the ‘G[eneral] 
Post Office’.

This was probably inevitable. After the construction of the 
main GPO building during the 1860s, the post office had 
begun to encroach on the strip of land on which Angelo 
Lane and the Azzopardi properties were located. The land 
fronting Little Bourke Street from Elizabeth Street that 
extended to the Azzopardi-owned properties at 10–16 
Little Bourke Street/Post Office Place was part of the 
original allotment reserved for government buildings. The 
‘Bibbs map’ shows that a police office had been erected 
on that site and that the post office intended to build 
the north-wing of the GPO building there.[96] In 1872, 
it constructed a wood and iron ‘temporary’ telegraph 
office that was replaced in 1907 by another ‘temporary’ 
telegraph office that came to be known as the ‘Old Tin 
Shed’.[97] The post office was identified as the occupier 
of Antonio Azzopardi’s two Angelo Lane houses in the 
1875 rate book; the government probably purchased 
the properties from him after that. In late 1879, it was 
reported that the government had secured a ‘splendid site’ 
extending from the footway ‘right up to Mr Azzopardi’s new 
building in Little Bourke Street’, which was to be the site 
for a new electric telegraph office.[98]

Retirement and legacy

By the time the post office acquired Antonio Azzopardi’s 
city properties, he had retired. The rate books indicate that 
he had moved from Angelo Lane by 1871. He next appears 
in the East Collingwood/Collingwood rate books created 
between 1872 and 1875 as the occupier of a brick house 
situated in Victoria Street/Parade, near Mason Street.
[99] In 1876 he moved again, being recorded as the owner 
and occupier of a two-storey brick house located at 5 Erin 
Street, Richmond.[100] It seems this was his final move, 
as the rate book entry for 1877 recorded his occupation as 
‘Gent[leman]’, replacing the previous year’s designation as 
printer.[101]

By then Azzopardi was recognised as one of the earliest 
European settlers of Victoria. Humphreys claimed that 
he was one of the first members of the Old Colonists 
Association.[102] Although he was not reported as 
being in attendance at the preliminary gathering that 
established the association in May 1869,[103] he was
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admitted as a member at one of its first official meetings 
two months later.[104] In 1872 his image was included 
in a photographic montage published by Charles Foster 
Chuck entitled The explorers and early colonists of Victoria 
(see Figure 4).[105] The montage incorporated images 
of 713 individuals, each numbered seemingly in rough 
chronological order by arrival: Antonio was number 84. 
A key (i.e., index) to the montage was also published 
that identified each individual and their year of arrival. 
Antonio’s surname was accurately rendered as ‘Azzopardi’ 
and his year of arrival was recorded as 1839.[106] Since 
Chuck created the montage by photographing some of the 
surviving colonists himself, it is possible that he obtained 
the year of arrival directly from Azzopardi.[107]

Antonio Azzopardi died at his home in Richmond on 23 
January 1881 and was buried at the Melbourne General 
Cemetery.[108] In his will, in which he identified himself 
as Antonio Azzopard, he left most of his estate to his 
immediate family. He did not nominate an executor but 

provided for his real estate interests to be managed in 
accordance with detailed conditions outlined in the will 
by three individuals nominated as trustees.[109] Two 
of these individuals renounced probate, leaving Oliver 
Levey as the sole trustee. Azzopardi’s widow Margaret 
subsequently lodged a caveat against Levey’s advertised 
notice to apply for probate as its executor. An order was 
issued, recorded in the Victorian Law Reports, that ruled 
Levey was both trustee and executor.[110]

The probate file reveals that, in his final years, Azzopardi 
had made an arrangement with the Postmaster General’s 
Department regarding his city property that was far more 
ambitious than a mere rental agreement. A statement and 
affidavit prepared by Levey of ‘all and singular real and 
personal estate’ owned by Azzopardi in his probate file 
revealed the scale of both the property and his agreement:
  
 ASSETS – Real Estate

 Land having a frontage of sixty four feet two inches to Little  
 Bourke Street by a depth of one hundred and thirty four feet  
 seven inches along Angel Lane. Eighteen feet of which frontage  
 is occupied by a substantial three storey brick store, the other 
 building being of a temporary character.

 In the occupation of the Post Office Department under lease  
 having about five and a half years to run at the annual rental of  
 one thousand five hundred and fifty pounds with option on the part  
 of the Department to renew the tenancy for a further term of  
 seven years the lessee to have the option during the term of 
 purchasing the property for the sum of twenty thousand pounds  
 also the option of removing the buildings put up by them.[111] 
  

It appears that Azzopardi entered into a substantial 
mortgage in order to build the store and still had £3,000 
to repay at the time of his death.[112] Tellingly, his will 
was dated 22 December 1879, which would have been 
around the time of the completion of construction, 
commencement of the lease and the reported sale of the 
land between the post office and the store.

An article in the Argus on 16 October 1882 appears to 
confirm the arrangement. It noted that behind the GPO:

 
 is a block of buildings which extends to another right of way,  
 known as the Herald or Angel Lane. These buildings are used 
 for business purposes, and are owned by private individuals. 
 At the rear, however, and extending between the two lanes to  
 Little Bourke Street, is a strip of land in part owned and in part 
 rented by the Government. On this strip, which is now used for   
 stables and other out offices in connexion with the Posts and 
 Telegraph department it is proposed to erect the new telegraph 
 offices.[113] 

Figure 4: Image of Antonio Azzopardi published by Thomas Foster Chuck 
in The explorers and early colonists of Victoria, 1872.
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Azzopardi’s property was eventually purchased, 
supposedly for extensions to the post office, at the start  
of 1889 for the £20,000 specified in his will; however, by 
that time, it was reportedly valued at £70,000.[114]

The administration of Azzopardi’s estate before this sale 
was contentious. In 1885, his sons took Oliver Levey, as 
the sole trustee and executor of the estate, to the Equity 
Court of the Supreme Court. They claimed that Levey 
had made decisions regarding the administration of 
the estate without consulting them and accused him of 
acting contrary to their interests. They also contended 
that he had not adopted a satisfactory or definite system 
or scheme for managing the estate and had charged 
inappropriate commissions. They sought to have the 
administration of the estate vested with the Supreme 
Court. The court ruled that it did not manage estates 
and that two new trustees be appointed to work with 
Levey.[115] The large Supreme Court file for this case 
contains documents lodged by both sides, the judgement, 
notes of evidence and subsequent action relating to the 
appointment of additional trustees. The final documents, 
relating to costs, were added to the file in 1916.[116]

 

Conclusion

This is probably a far from complete rendering of the 
life of a significant contributor to the development of a 
number of activities in the Port Phillip District and colonial 
Victoria. The research I conducted into Antonio Azzopardi’s 
life and career brought with it a number of challenges, 
particularly in regard to finding reliable primary sources 
that could confirm the time of his arrival in Port Phillip 
and his activities during the first few years in the colony. 
While there is an abundance of primary sources available 
in relation to his later property holdings and business 
activities, particularly in regard to the properties in the 
vicinity of the GPO building, some of the details remain 
unclear and open to interpretation. These and other 
aspects of Azzopardi’s life will require further exploration 
and discovery. In the meantime, this paper brings together 
the information I have been able to locate in the short time 
frame available to me.

Areas I would like to have researched from records held 
by PROV or the NAA and considered in greater depth 
are Humphreys’s claim regarding Azzopardi’s goldfields’ 
business and transport of gold, the chain of ownership 
of his properties in the files documenting the conversion 
of general law to Torrens titles (VPRS 460), other general 
law property records such as memorial books (VPRS 
18873), the contents of the Town/City of Melbourne town 

clerk’s correspondence files (VPRS 3181), records held 
by the NAA relating to Azzopardi’s dealings with the 
Postmaster General’s Department  and items sent to 
other Victorian agencies that might be incorporated in 
their filing systems. I would also like to investigate the 
subsequent careers of his children. As is the case for any 
form of archival research, a great deal of patience, digging, 
interpreting and assessing will be required. It is possible 
that some of these additional research areas may yield 
results, potentially altering some of my conclusions—or 
they may be dead ends, yielding nothing at all. Hopefully 
this paper will contribute to our understanding of the life 
of Antonio Azzopardi—an early colonist in Victoria and 
pioneer of Maltese immigration to Australia.
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